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} SMUGGLERS: | 


| | 0 R, A | 
Con to FRANCE, &c. 
Humbly ſubmitted to 
Both Houſes of Parliament. 
1 | | | 


Lords and Gentlemen, | 
HE Regard I bear to His 
vx. Majeſty, and the National 
BY Intereſt, (and the Impoſi- 
tions I conſtantly ſee put 
on the Government by Im- 
=O VER poſtures) drew me afreſh to 
SST conſider our preſent Condi- 
tion, to recall my Memory on this important 
Topick, and to declare to Your Honours, 
that I apprehend there is but one Way to 
prevent Mool-òmuggliug, which J have here 
{et down in a clear Light, and beſeech Your- 


Honours to take Notice of, and to act ac- 
cordingly, 


AS: But 
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Carriage, S 1 or any other Perſons, 


do, and have conſtantly gn But to 
| remedy this, | 


I have ready to produce, whenever Your 
. Honours pleaſe to call on me. 


or Night, as far as High-water Mark, whic 
ſſems to have been a great Omiſſion in the 


5 the 24th Day of June, 1742, no Moo or 
- Tarn hall be removed by Land- Carriage 
without a Permit, under the Penalty of for- 


Owners and Proprietors of the faid Wool, 
j and given gratis. 


But, Firſt, Be "plate to \ obferve, tit 1 
lodged my Examination before the Commiſ- 
ſioners of the Cuſtoms at London, ſeveral 
Vears paſt, in which the Names of 105 Per- 
ſons, Towns and Places are ſpecified, Which 


Second, That there is no Law now in Force, 
or ever was yet made, to prohibit, &y Land- 


from carrying Mool to the Sea-fide, by Da 


gillature ; for were it otherwiſe, the Smug- 
glers could not take the Liberties they now | 


| { 
I. Let it be Enacted. That Goa! and after 


feiting the ſaid Wool or Yarn, Horles, Carts, | 
and Tackling, which ſaid permit ſhall be 
ſworn to, before a proper Officer, by the 
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De Form of the Oath. 


A. B. do ſolemnly make Oath, That this 
is the firſt Permit for this Parcel of Wool 
or Yarn, ' weighing Gros 

that I have no more Packs this Journey; 
that T am the only Owner or Proprietor of 
-  _ Packs, and deſign to carry 
them no farther than and to no 
other Place; and that I have no Views or 
Intention of clandeſtinely carrying or convey- 
ing. away the ſame to Parts beyond the Seas, 
nor to employ any one for me ſo to do, other 
than atorela.d. So help me God. 


The Form of the Permit. 


Newcaſile to Leeds, fifty Packs ot Wool 
upon Tyne. Jor Yarn, weighing Groſs 

; he having given Oath to the 
Property, Weight and Intention. 
Given under my Hand at my 
Office, this Day of 

174 : 


POR x of 0 Ermit . H. to carry by Land 


8 


This to be in Force Days. 
| And 
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5 vernment. To prevent chis, L 


and Coaſt-Qficers be impowered to admimi- 


. N 
— And whereas it is evidently known, that 
Erxciſemen and Coaſi-Officers are very nume- 
> Tous all over Great Britain and Jreland ; ; 
and that all ſuch Officers are generally well 
recommended, and Men of Probity, and that 
the raiſing of new Officers to grant Permits 

would be of n to the Go- | 


II. Let it be Enactnd, That all Tecimen 


ſter the Oath, and to grant Permits; that 
they ſhall Regiſter all original Permits by 
themſelves, in Books for that purpoſe ; becauſe 
this will diſcover the yearly Increaſe and De- 
creaſe of all the Wool in Great Britain and 
"Sin and will ſet the 1 above 
Frau 3 


And whereas Sveral paw later to 
the Government, who, for private Ends, 
meet together and do contract colluſive Bar- 
gains, and do carry to the Sea - ſide great 
Quantities of the Wool of theſe Realms for 
illicit Exportation, where it is received, and 
houſed in Rooms and Cellars, belonging to 
Gentlemen of great Eſtates, Juſtices ot the 
Peace, rich Farmers, and others, until a fair 
Wind 8 To Foy this, 
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III. Let it be Enacted, That all Receivers 
and Harbourers of Wool and Yarn by the 

Sea-ſide, for a. clandeſtine Market, ſhall 
ſorſeit upon Conviction, to the Infor ; 
all their Goods and Chattels.— Theſe: are our 
very worſt Enemies, for had we no Receiv- 
ers, we ſhould have no Thieves, and a deſ- 
parate Diſeaſe muſt have a deſparate Remedy. 
And this I conceive to be better than Hang- 
ing or Tranſporting them. 5 | | 


And whereas ſeveral Captains, Maſters and 
Qwners of Ships and. Veſlels, and other Bot- 
toms, clear out from the Cuſtam- Howſes, that 
are only Sham-Captains, on purpoſe to defraud 
his Majeſty and the Nation, by going in Bal- 
laſt, and pretending to load on the Coaſt; 
and others again pretend to fail for Croiſicł in 
France, to load with Salt, and then keep 
hovering on the Coaſt, where by making the 
Signals of lowering a Top-Sail, or firing a 
Gun, or both, are frequently anſwer d at Land 
by their Abettors, with raiſing a Smoak; on 
7 - which all Hands are called to work, and they 
3 compleat their Deſigns of loading and carry- 
ing our Wool to France, &c. To remedy this; 


TV. Let it be Enacted, That all illicit 
Maſters, Captains and Owners of Ships, Vel- 
ſels, Barges, Bottoms or Boats, together with 
Mates, Mariners, Shippers, Aiders, Abettors, + 
re Packers, 


\ 19 
Packers, Carriers, Buyers and Sellers of Wool 
and Yarn, for a clandeſtine Market, be liable, 
upon Conviction of each other, to forfeit to 


the firſt Informant, all their Goods and e | 
w_ as in the foregoing Clauſes. 


And for as much as the Places, from whence 
1 the Wool is ſmuggled, are the South and Weſt 
Coaſts of Ireland, the South and Weſt Coaſts 
of England, and the North Coaſt of Scotland; 
and that the Encouragers and Undertakers are 
Men of gteat Eſtates, Juſtices of the Peace, 
Farmers, and others who live by the Sea-ſide, 
in remote Places, tho near good Bays, Arms 
of the Sea, and little Crecks and Coves, Go. 
who do Receive, Houſe-harbour and Aid all 
thoſe illicit Traffickers, and their Wool and 
Yarn, until a fair Wind preſents, where I 
have ſeen ſeven Veſſels loaden in leſs than 
half a Day. To N this, 


V. Let it be Enacted, That Coaſt-Officers, 
fall inſpect twice or thrice a Week, into all 
fuch ſuſpected Places near the Sea- ſide; and 
to inſpect thoſe who have ſet up the Trade of 
Wool- — to examine their Permits, if 
they have got any: And if they have none, 
then that all ſuch Wool and Yarn be forfeited, 

and be the Property of him, or them, who 
ſhall ſeize the ſame, except ſome eſtated Men 
and rich Farmers may grow their own "= 
| that 
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' that then the Coaſt-Officers muſt grant all 
- ſuch Permits for the ſaid Wool or Yarn, and 
ſwear them, and Regiſter it in his Book, as 
in the foregoing Clauſes. : 


And for as much as the Places for Sale and 
Rendevous are for the moſt part Breſt, 
Haver, Roan, Dunkirk, Bourdeaux and 
Nantz, in France, &c. where thoſe illicit 
Traffickers ſeldom niiſs of meeting ſome of 
our Countrymen, his Majeſty's Subjects. 


VI. Let it be Enacted, That all his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects, who are now, or ſhall be, 
Inhabitants of France, or elſewhere beyond 
the Seas, and are willing to take in Writing 
the Names of the Britiſh and 1ri/þ Ships 
bringing Wool or Yarn to any foreign Parts, 
and alſo the Names of the Captains, Owners, 
Supercargoes, Mates and Mariners, ſhall be 
permitted to return within the Space of 
Twelve Calendar Months, and lodge their 
Informations before any of his Majeſty's Of- 
 ficers of the Cuſtoms of Great Britain or 
Treland, and recover the Rewards of all 
their Goods and Chattels, as in the forgoing 
. Clauſes. IAN, „ 


And whereas divers Perſons in Inland 
DOounties, who, for Cheapneſs of Carriage 
i other private Reaſons, do load cheir 

54 5 | POE * B 4 W , 


* 
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2 Wool in Inland 5 5 u Hat bottom 
Boats, Barges, Hookers an F Lighters, Oc. 


and by virtue of Sluices and Hutches they are 
brought down into Navigable Harbours of the 


Sea, and ſo compleat their Deſigns of loading 


their Wool on other Veſſels bound for France, 
To remed y this, 


% 


VII. Let it be Enacted, The no Want or 


Varn be put on board any ſuch flat- bottom 
Boats, Barges, Hookers or Lighters, without a 
Licenſe, which faid Licenſe muſt be ſworn to, 
in like manner as the Permit, and Bonds and 
Securities muſt be given to the King's Offi- 


cers for treble Value, and Certificates re- 
turn d, aſcertzining that the faid Wool and 


Yarn te arrived at the Port or Place men- 


tioned in the Coquet ; and in caſe-it appears 


that any Fraud be committed by the Owners 


of the taid Wool, or by their Captains, Mates, 


or Mariners of any of the ſaid Veſſels or 
Bottoms aforeſaid, or any colluſive Bargains, 
conniving at, or loading the faid Wool or 


| Yarn on Veſſels hovering on the Coaſt, con- 


trary to the Tenor of his Oath, that upon 
Conviction of any ſuch Offenders, they ſhall 
forfeit all their Goods and Chartels as alore- 
ſaid. 


And whereas ſeveral Captains, Mates, Ma- 
riners, and other Perſons, bound for France 
| with 
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with Merchants Goods, do take the Oppor- 
tunities, after EG out trom the Cuſtom- 
Houſe, to weigh Anchor and hoiſt Sails in 
the Night-time, and, having ready their Ab- 

bettors on Shore to whip on board with Boats 
loaden with ſeveral ſmall Bags and Pockets of 
Wool, Worſted and Cruels, pack'd Boxes, 
Barrels, Casks, Cafes and Cheſts filled with 
the ſame, do receive. them on board. To 


remedy this, , 


VIII. Let it be Enacted, That Tide Offi- 
cers conſtantly attend on board all fuch Veſ- 
ſels bound to Trance, while they are a load- 
ing, and to have Tarriers on purpoſe to exa- 
mine and inſpect all ſuch Package, and not 
depart the Veſſel until all Apprehenſion of 
ſuch Dangers be over: And if in any caſe 
any ſuch Wool, Worſted, Yarn and Cruels 
can be found, and no Owner for it, as is the 
common Caſe, that then all ſuch Officers 
mall have the whole Seizure to themſelves. 


And for as much as the Smugglers, their 

X Carriers, and others who may perjure them- 
ſelves, may perhaps, alter all this, take the 

Advantage of the Night-time to compleat 
their pernicious Deſigns, while his Majeſty's 
Officers may be at reſt. To remedy this, 
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TX. Let it be Enacted, Tliat any or aff his 
Majeſty's Subjects, as well as ſworn Officers, 
may be impower d to inſpect and examine all 


ſuch Carriers Permits, traveling near tlie Sea- 
ſide, or ſuſpected Places, in unſeaſonable 
Hours, or dead-time of the Night; and in 
caſe ſuch Carriers ſhall refuſe to ſhew their 


Permits, they ſhall forfeit for ſuch Offence. 


Twenty Shillings over and above, for every 
and each Pack: But if it appears he hath no 
Permit, that then all ſuch Wool, Yarn, Horſes, 


| Carts and Tockling or Species, Horſes, Milles . 
c. | 


Aſſes or Oxen, Sc. carrying the ſame, ſha 
be toricited, and become the Property of them 
Who ſhall ſeize and convid the ſame ; and all 
perjured Perloris to be Pillory'd and Tranſ- 
ported. ror Eta | 5 


And for as much as ſome great Men, Mem- 
bers of Parliament, eſtated Men, Juſtices of 
the Peace, rich Farmers, Merchants, Sc. of 
the Kingdom of Ireland, do continually Cotin- 
tenance and ſpirit- up the meaner Sort of 
People to aid and aſſiſt in the Running of 
Wool, telling them the Harſhneſs and Seve- 
rity of the rp Laws, in cramping and 


|  fettering the Jriſb from a free Trade, by pro- 


hibiting them the Exportation of their Wool- 
len Manufactures in common ſorts of Goods, 


and even, which is worſe, they often corrupt 


| and reaſon his Majeſty's Officers of all Ranks, 
=” T- 51.» 


. = 


1, FT] - 
into the ame Opinion alſo ; whoſe common 
Sayings are,” Hang it ! we will let the Wool 
'0, 25 we will take care ti catch up its Re- 
ant, which comes in Brandy, Wine, Coffee, 
Teas, Oc. Therefore, in my humble Opi- 
nion, tis better to allow tliem a Share or In- 
tereſt in Trade, than to let France have out 
Wool any longer, by which Means they may 
be won upon to accept thoſe” Laws we form 
for them, agretable to the unanimous Conſent 
of theit Parliament, and all Grievances recori- 
ciled on this important Topick. To re- 


medy it, 


X. Let it be Enacted, That the People of 
Ireland have a free Trade, that a Duty of 
10 per Cent. ad valorem be laid upon all 

rfl Woollen Manufactures, (which will 

raiſe their Goods to a Par with the Britiſpb) 
and then they cannot hurt the Ergii/b by 
underſelling them in Foreign Markets; this, 
it is to be hoped, will ſhut out all Anomiſi- 
ties and Diſcontentedneſs, which has reigned 
in that Kingdom for many Years paſt, and 
may be a Means to increaſe his Majeſty's Re- 
venue, and cauſe our Acts to pats in their 
Parliament, which otherwiſe would be re- 
jected. | 


Lords 
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FF Humbly hope, if theſe few Things were 
2 paſſed into a Law, Wook-Smugghmg would 
drop of itſelf all at once; for who would be | 
ſo unwiſe as to venture his All to the Mercy . Þ 
bol every Servant, or other Perſons here or in 
France? And I do aſſure You, tis what 
uould have prevented me, when I followed 
that pernicious Traffick. Beſides, hereby no 
Man is diſturbed in the quiet Poſſeſſion of his 
Wool or Yarn, nor has any Trouble until he 
goes to remove it, and then he has but a Per- 
mit to get at the next Exciſe Office, gratis. 
Surely this is an eaſy Cure tor ſo ſtubborn a 
Diſeaſe: Neither is there an Increaſe of new 
Officers for the King or Government, or a 
Penny put out ot the fair Traders Pockets; 
he that 1s honeſt, need not fear. this Law, 
but he that-is not, may cavil ; Objections 
may riſe againſt Coaſt Oihcers Viſits, but the 
Dread of loſing All would make every one 
quiet. The Advantages that would flow to 
his Majeſty, and the National Intereſt, are 
many; the Return of our Subjects and Mo- 
ney in Trade would make us a rich and 
flouriſhing People; we then ſhould have no 
Beggars at our Doors, nor Poor ſtarving and 
dying in our Streets for want of Bread; we 
ſhould then have full Employment for all De- 
grees of Men and their Oſtspring. 


Some 
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7 o FR 4 indeed have objected, That in caſe 


this ſhould paſs into a Law, it would encou- 
rage Rogues to perjure themſelves, in order 
to poſſeſs honeſt People's Goods and Chattels. 


To which I anſwer, 


What Inſtances can ſuch ſhew of the like 


kind 2 The Penalties are now 500/. on the 


Inſurers, and the like Sum on thoſe that In- 
ſure ; and 200 J. on his Majeſty's Officers 
that make colluſive Bargains ; yet no Man 
has been found ſo hardy as to make Oath 
againſt any of them, without Grounds ſuffi- 


client to demonſtrate a clear Conviction. 


Another Objection is againſt the Fidelity of 
his Majeſty's Officers in the Cuſtoms and Ex- 


Ciſe, in diſcharging a Commiſſion of this Im- 


portance. I anſwer, 
What an eaſy Thing will it be for the Legi- 


ſlature to correct and alter this, if they here- 


after find any Abuſes committed by them? which 
I refer to their wiſe Conduct. But ] think it 
ought to be ſuppoſed, that his Majeſty's Offi- 


cers now employed are, or may be, as juſt as. 


other Men; and with as much Juſtice it 


may be ſuppoſed, that the Captains or Ma- 


ſters of the Eight arm'd Sloops and Four Men 
of War now ſtation d on the 1ri/þ Coaſt, can 


and will as faithfully diſcharge their Duty, as 
any Commanders of ſmall Sloops or light 


Frigats, which ſome are for promoting. 


The 


\ 


me! mto Goal, where I remained ſeveral Moaths, = 
but was of the utmoſt bad Canſequence to 
land, and leave a Wife and nine Children be- 


| have omitted, 


Humility and Sinceri ty, 


+ BI George Bridges. 
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The Seng lere are full convinced, at 
' know all their Haunts ly Methods, and, to 
Hanne | 5 fram coming before Your Ho- 
arreſted me on falſe Writs, with 


— mes, and, for want of Bail, threw © ; 


which coſt not only 2 good deal of Money, 
me. At length I was ohliged to fly to Eng- 
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hind, me in great Diſtrels, whom I have 


not ſeen. for almoſt Five Years, and dare not 5 ö 
return Home tor fear of being murdered. 4 


Theſe Things and many more Which 1 
refer to Your Honours great 
Wiidom and Inſpeckion; IG in great 


** 


. Your Faithful, and Obedient 
Humble en 
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